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splendid, but because it was the chosen home of its beautiful mistress, and the meeting-place of all the: talents. At Liitzenburg, surrounded by a specia.1 circle of intellectual friends, the Queen enjoyed the free interchange of ideas, and discussed all thing's without restraint; wit and talent, and not wealth and rank, gave the entrfo there. At Ltitzenburg she held receptions on certain evenings in the week, and on these occasions all trammels of court etiquette were laid aside, and everything was conducted without ostentation or ceremony. Intellectual conversations, the reading of great books, learned discussions, and, for occasional relaxation, music and theatricals, often kept the company late into the night at: Liitzenburg, and it frequently happened that some of the courtiers went straight from one of the Queen's entertainments to attend the King's lev^e, for he rose at four o'clock in the morning-. To these reunions came not only the most beautiful and gifted ladies of the court, but learned men from every country in Europe, philosophers, theologians, both Roman Catholic and Protestant, representatives of literature, science and art, besides a number of French refugees, who did not appear at court in the ordinary way. Since the revocation of the Edict of Nantes, Berlin had become a rallying-place for Huguenots, many of them men of intellectual eminence and noble birth, who were banished from their native land. They were made especially welcome at Liitzenburg, where everything was French. rather than German. At Sophie Charlotte's re-